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I. CONCERNING GOD 
AND RELIGION. — 


A MASON is obliged, by his tenure, 
to obey the moral Law; and if he 
rightly understands the Art, he will 
never be a. stupid ATHEIST, nor an 
irreligious LIBERTINE. But though 
in ancient times MASONS were 
charged in every Country to be of the 


Religion of that Country or Nation, 


whatever it was, yet it is thought 


ceased to bé a Center of Union. It is 
time to discard sectarianism and to re- 
turn to fundamental principles so as 
to unite people who will otherwise re- 


/main at a perpetual distance. 


May Co-Masonry ever remain free 
from disintegrating elements of re- 
ligious dogmatism and sectarianism 
as well as from the intolerance that 
would condemn any member for 
practicing, in the profane world, a 





more expedient only to oblige then: to religion of his choice. It will then be 
that Religion in which all Men agree, | .p1¢ to retain its International char- 


leaving their particular opinions to | acter and to become a powerful in- 


themselves; that is, to be good Men 
and true, or Men of Honour and 
Honesty, by whatever Denominations 
or Persuasions they may be jis- 
tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes 


strument in disseminating and 
practicing the ideals of _ Universal 
Broterhood. 





| Wherever creeds and dogmas sre 


the Center of Union, and the means | adopted, and members are obliged to 


of conciliating true Friendship among 


Persons that must have remained at a 


- perpetual distance—From Anderson’s 


‘onstitution of 1728.2 


“To the extent that. Masons, in 


various countries, have departed from 


the above declaration, Masonry has 


subscribe to them as the price of mem- 
bership, individual Reason and 


Conscience are dethroned and Free- 


dom of Will is lost. Let us pray that 
such state of affairs may never pre- 
vail in the Co-Masonice Order. Every 
member must always feel free in his 
search for more Light. 
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lore 
What false 
It is not the king’s 


THE PRINCE AND 
THE WATER GATES 


What strange wild 
follow here? 


(thee mad. 
dost thou 
——__———_— fire lights thee? 
(Continued from December issue) pleasure, brother, that you _ should 
Then the statesman bowed and | dwell here in sloth, while the toil of 
kissed the prince’s hand, and /the city waits for the doing. You 
delivered to him the scroll. After|are a man of parts and_ learning. 
which he rode back to the city, lead- | You should dwell in the city and 
ing the riderless horse. stand at my right hand in council.” 
The prince built himself a nut of| The prince replied: “In truth, my 
bent boughs beside the lake. He sat/lord and brother, I do not know the 
therein alone, drinking the lake water|king’s pleasure, but I know the. 
when he thirsted, and eating only | promise whereby I am bound.” 
the herbs and wild fruits of the moor) “You are bereft of your wits,” cried 
and wood. Sometimes his former|the elder prince. “A peasant or a 
friends rode to the northern hills | slave could open these gates should 
- with news of the great strides that need arise. Or if it seemed good to 
science and art were making in the you, and you are in any wise pledged 
lard. The king had sent honors to thereto, you could yourself ride forth 
tho learned men and princes and/from the city when the time was 
noblemen of the city, whereby they | ripe.” 
were urged to greater efforts; but to| ‘My word to the king is passed to 








the young prince he sent neither “ 
word nor greeting. The ruling prince 
himself rode up. to the water gates 
with his train and besought his 
brother to return to the city; for he 
caid: 

“Solitude and idleness 


will make 


watch these gates,” said the prince. 
“Wherefore urge me no more.” 

So the elder prince left him, crying 
out on his folly. The people. in the 
city, saying that the prince was mad, 
or perchance idle, or in any case un- 


‘worthy of the traditions of his race 
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mocked him a little, and then well- 
nigh forgot that he watched alone 
beside the dripping water gates. 

The prince thought: ‘“Perchance 
the king hath shown his scorn of me 
in honoring others, and in thus 
answering my _ brother’s prayer 
concerning me. In truth he does well 
to scorn me, for my heart knoweth 
its own weakness. It turns ever to 
the city, though I know well if I 
were there I should be weary of it. 
For what profit in watching a gate 
that a slave might watch as well as 
I? What profit in aught under the 
sun? 

And there fell about the hut a 
great loneliness and stillness; in the 
stillness certain words came to his 
mind: “All men within this land. 
whether of the city or the savage 
hordes, toil, will they, nill they, at 
the king’s business. And there be 
those of the mightiest toilers whose 
heart would grow faint, so that they 
would toil no more, if the king did 
not cheer them with honors and fair 
fruitage of labor, and show to them 
the greatness of their service. For 
twice ten thousend who will give 
breath and life toiling in the city, 
there is but one who can abide with 
patience to watch a closed door.” 

‘As these words came to the prince 
there fell on his soul a great peace, 
and his mind grew as still as the 
waters of the lake. He sat looking 
southwards, his face turned towards 
the city. Seated thus, he heard the 
smiting of the ground by the feet of 
one who ran very fast. Circled 
about with dun sand that rose around 
him cloud-like, there came a man, 
whose gasping breath the _ prince 


| -—s_~ees 


could hear while he was many a pace 
away. This man fell down speech- 
less at the prince’s feet; his eyes 
were glazed with weariness, his face 
was grey, his parched lips shook, and 
his body shuddered and twitched, so 
that the prince thought he would die 
with his news unspoken. The prince 
hastened to bring water from the 
lake, and the man drank greedily; he 
sat up and gazed about him like one 
dazed. Then he sprang from _ the 
earth where he lay, crying: “Save 
the city! O my lord and prince, save 
the city!!” 


“What peril menaces the city?” 
said the prince. 
The man cried: “The savage 


peoples, wild, barbarous men of the 
South, have come up against the 
city and ringed it round about. The 
warriors hold them at bay, but the 
men are as the sand of the shore in 
number, and our city is slenderly 
guarded. A knight of my lord the 
prince’s own bodyguard broke through 
their lines and rode to summon aid 
from the cities lying eastwards, 
whither many warriors have gone 
because these cities lie on the frontier 
where defence is chiefly needed. 
Now if he win to them safely we 
must prevail, but many days must 
pass before they come to succor the 
city.” 

“Can ye not hold it for so long?” 
cried the prince. 

The man cried: “We could hold it, 
most gracious prince, we could hold 
it! But the enemy have seized the 
western lake and stopped the flowing 
streams, so that we die of thirst. 
Nevertheless, we will die thus, sooner 
than yield. For these barbarians 
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are monstrous in their cruelty; they 
have fired each city that hath 
yielded, and slain men, women and 
babes alike. Three citizens have 
striven to reach you, my good lord, 
and these men have taken them; Two 
they seized and struck off their heads; 
and the third they sent, tongueless 
and eyeless, back to the city. I 
marvel they have not spied this lake 
where you abide, most noble prince, 
save that the place is surely girdled 
with a mighty spell. And now my 
dread lord the prince sends you his 
loving greeting, and prays you to 
loose the water gates and send the 
waters down the channel that we may 
drink and live.” 

“To that end have I waited here so 
long,” said the prince. “But ye may 
not see this wonder of the gates; for, 
save the king, I only hold their 
secret, and even I do not yet know its 
nature.” 

The man cried: ‘The gods forbid, 
my lord, that I should pry into the 
secrets of our lord the king. I will 
fly to my kinsmen who dwell in the 
land nigh to the sea.” 

So saying, he bowed his forehead 
in the dust at the prince’s feet, and 
fled swiftly. 


task seemed to be a very simple one; 
and the prince marvelled that this 
mystery should be a thing so smail 
and slight, and so readily to be com- 
passed when it was known. He 
walked a mile southwards, and the 
path was easy and smooth. The rock 
steps were very small, and _ the 
descent was a hundred feet and more 
down the sheer rock of the channel 
side. But the prince was young, and 
very strong and agile. 

He descended lightly, and up the 
channel he returned. The ascent to 
the gates was hard and steep; the 
rock walls nearly met at the summit, 
so that the place was in shadow and 
strangely cold and damp. A hundred 
yards before the gates were reached 
the bed of the channel rose so steeply 
that the prince was fain to fall on 
his hands and knees, crawling pain- 
fully, and slipping back a pace for 
every two he climbed: The _ loose 
stones slid beneath his weight, and 
his hands were bruised and _ cut. 
Often he thought he _ should roll 
down the incline and have to climb 
again to the summit. At last he 
reached the damp-stained gates, and 
stood before them on a little level 
space of rock. The place was very 


The prince, left alone, broke the , still—still as though life had stopped; 


seal of the scroll, and read the writ-'as though a loneliness was 


ing heedfully. It bade him descend 
certain small rock-cut steps a mile 
southwards from the gates, and so 
descending into the dark channel, 
walk up that steeply carven water- 
way till he stood before the: gates; 
standing thus he must spy out two 
carven circles on the doors, and place 
thereon the palms of either hand and 
press lightly on the 


there 
through which no voice of man coul 
break, | 

The prince shivered, as he panted 
for breath. He could see the rock 
slope sliding away for a hundred 
yards ere the channel grew less steep, 
though still narrow and _ deeply 
walled. Arrow-like the great 
swirling flood would break from its 


gates. The ! prison and dart raging down that 


3 
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narrow way ere it reached a broader 
channel, and flowed into the city to 
give life to the dying! 

Arrowlike!—the prince panted no 
more, because his breath seemed to 
still suddenly; he shivered as he stood 
alone in that narrow channel before 
the water gates. The channel was 
just wide enough to suffer the gates 
to swing, and no more. And_ the 
prince saw at last what was indeed 
the task the king had set him; for 
he who would loose these doors and 
give water to the men who were 
athirst must give his lite to do it. 
At last he saw the reason of his 
long, lonely waiting. The prince 
who would leave the city and wait 
thus could be trusted also to open 
the doors and give himself as_ the 
price of their opening when the need 
should arise. For no man who will 
desert his post in life, can be trusted 
to die there if duty bids him do so. 

He put his bruised palms on _ the 
appointed spots and pressed till his 
hands whitened. Then he dropped 
them to his sides and waited. Slowly 
and swiftly the great gates swung 
back, and he saw, but for a moment, 
the amber-green wall of foam-tipped 
water stand high above him ere it 
fell on him and swept roaring down 
the steep way, taking him, and with 
him life, to the people who had first 
mocked him and then forgotten hin. 
Some legends say that through the 
storm of those waters he saw _ the 
king’s face shining on him, but how 
that may be I do not know. 

The citizens heard the distant roar 
and set up a great shout; the waters 
which quenched their thirst swept in 


and passed smoothly, their rush and 
roar silenced, through all the streets 
and away to the great southern river. 
And in their haste and greed _ to 
drink, the people never saw that the 
flood bore with it the body of the 
man who opened the gates so that 
they might quench their thirst, but 
it is said that had they seen his face 
then, they had seen the semblance of 
the face of their king. 


REVIEWS 


Masonic Digest—April, 1931. 
Is there No God in Russia—- 
by Hon. C. E. Haas 32° 


God and Masonic philosophy are 
inseparable—reverence for God and 
freedom of worship are Masonic 
slogan. Bro. George Washington, in 
his farewell address, said Religion 
and Morality were the indispensable 
supports of the republic; so Masonry, 
by its abiding faith and belief in the 
Grand Architect of the Universe 
is a strong support-to a republic. 

Soviet Russia seems to hkave 
broken away from her ancient moor- 
ings, is floating upon an uncharted 
sea and Josing sight of the spark of 
Divinity within his heart. Their 
slogan—“Build up the body through 
Sports” is like trying to pull him- 
self up by the boot straps. There is 
another body—‘“the house not made 
with hands—eternally in the heavens” 
which cannot be builded without the 
assistance of God. 

Now they are speeding up their 
factories and production, and when 
that beguiling devil called Prosperity 


a shining flood down the broad channel| has erased God out of their hearts, 


Cx ——- = i 
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what then? Work is the salvation 
of a nation but without the guidance 
of Providence it is fruitless. 

Russia is not lost but her God 
must be restored. When that day 
comes, out of the terrors and chaos 
a new Russia will be born. 

Masonry stands for the _ three 
principles, namely—Faith in God, 
the Bible as the Book of God, and 
Man as God’s Creation. So long as 
Masonry exists it will be impossible 
to remove the Book of Good from 
Man’s sight. 


“Race Prejudice” 

A wise and noble man has said— 
“It is not the race of the man but 
the character that counts”. 

A Hebrew prophet declared “Man 
looks at the outward but God at the 
heart, not the color of his skin, but 
the substance of his soul determines 
the caliber of the man”. 

Race pride and prejudice are made 
up of egotism and only ignorant men 
hug these delusions to their breast 
and breed cruelty and hate. 


There is only one race superiority |: 


and that is—nobility of conduct. 


“A Duty”’—by Albert Pike 

The first duty that an _ entered 
apprentice acknowledges is to improve 
himself in Masonry. What would be 
the success of a lawyer when admitted 
to the bar if he never looks in a law 
book, or a Minister who never reads 
the Bible after his ordination, the 
Doctor, or any other profession who 
never took up post-graduate studies. 
Masonic Reading is an essential part 
of Masonic Education, not just to 
glibly repeat certain portions of the 


a 


“The Fortunate Man” 

The fortunate man is he who can 
make circumstances conform to his 
temperament, but the one who ad- 
justs his temparament to all 
circumstances that confront him is 
twice favored. Stubborness is not 
sound sense, a little tact saves a lot 


Ritual. 
of trouble. 





Masonic Digest—June, 1931. 
“The Silent Mason” 

The Silent Mason is one who tives 
and acts his principles towards his 
fellowman. He desires no vain show 
or pomp and lives without ostenta- 
tion, becoming a pillar of strength 
to the institution. 

A Mason at heart, tho an humble 
eraftsman, is worth more than any 
title or rank when he adheres to its 
vital principles of Brotherly Love and 
Truth. 

So long as God reigns—so long an 
institution founded on Him will 
endure. 

H.H.H. 


'. “When anybody has offended me I 
try to raise my soul so high that the 
offense cannot reach it”. 

Descarte. 


“The Supreme Purpose of Life” 


Buddha has said—he is a greatey 
man who conquers self than he who 
Kills a thousand men in war. 

The whole purnose of life is self- 
mastery and if members will follow 
its precepts, no greater assistance is 
offered than that which Free Masonry 
presents. 
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Reviewed by Bro. Anna Nelson 3° 
Helios Lodge, No. 360. 


The Masonic Digest—July, 1931. 
Free Masonry—The Torch of Truth. 
Emanuel Rebold. 


In fine, the real object of Free- 
masonry may be summed up in these 
words: To efface from among men 
the prejudices of caste, the conven- 
tional distinctions of color, origin, 
opinion, nationality; to annihilate 
fanaticism and superstition; extir- 
pate national discord, and with it 
extinguish the firebrand of war; in a 
word, to arrive by free and pacific 
progress, at one formula or model, of 
eternal and universal right, accord- 
ine to which each individual human 
being shall be free to develop every 
faculty with which he may be _ en- 
dowed, and to concur heartily and 
with all firmness of his strength in 
the bestowment of happiness upon all, 
and thus to make of the whole human 
race one family of brothers, united 
by affection, wisdom and labor. 

Slowly and painfully does the high- 
est condition of human knowledge 
accomplish its great revolution 
around the glittering axis of Truth. 
The march is long, and, since it began, 
nations and peoples have lived and 
died; but when the journey 1s_ ac- 
complished, and the incarnation of 
Truth, now robed but in its symbol, 
shall appear in all the splendor of 
its brilliant nudity, Truth’s torch 
itself shall then enlighten the world, 
the doctrine that has just been 
announced shall become the religion 
of all the peoples of earth, and not 
till then, will be realized that sublime 


ideal now mysteriously hidden in the 
symbols of Freemasonry. 

That day is, without doubt, yet far 
distant; but it will arrive. Its com: 
ing is marked by destiny and in the 
order of the centuries. Already, in 
the sacred balance of eternal justice. 
is seen each day to diminish a portion 
of the errors of the people, and tc 
increase the body of light, of princ- 
iple, and which one day will give 
assurance of its reign. 


August, 1931. 
Esoteric Masonry 
An Editorial by Reynold E. Blight. 


Masonry is many-sided. Its ap- 
peal is as universal and as compre- 
hensive as humanity, and as varied. 
Ritual, history, charity,  juris- 
prudence; and for the philosopher, 
the mystic, the poet and the dreamer 


there are symbolism and _ allegory. 
Let us admit at once, this side of 
Masonry appeals to the few. But 


the mystics (and that word is used 
in its philosophic and religious sense) 
have been in the minority in all 
generations. They are the _ star- 
gazers, the maji, the seers of visions. 
To the agnostic, the hard-headed man 
of facts and dollars and “brass 
tacks’’, they appear to be a little mad. 
Their vision, to him, are chimera, 
and their utterances a kind of delir- 
ium. He loses patience with them 
and either dismisses them as_ un- 
worthy of credence or denounces 
them in language bitter and _in- 
temperate. 

Nor need he be blamed over-much. 
He doesn’t see and he doesn’t under- 
stand and, by the very nature of 
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things, the mystics find it hard to; cirele, hanging upon the lodge-room 
explain. Yet it is of the nature of| wall, and sees it expand under his 
the mystic that he never loses| enraptured gaze until it comprehends 
patience with his critics and/the effulgence of the Divine nature in 
detractors. Do you condemn the man| humanity. “Ah”, cries the agnostic, 
born color-blind because he does not| “it’s only a geometrical sign to me.” 
stand enraptured of the sunset; or! Very well; it is only a circle and a 
the deaf because he is not lifted te| point to him. 

ecstacy by the Eroica? They are In other words, we see only what 
simply to be pitied because of their| we illuminate. But Goethe under- 
sense-limitation. stood the deeper meanings of Ma- 

So with those who cannot perceive |sonry and left us their interpreta- 
the inner meanings of Freemasonry.|tions in deathless verse. Mackey 
They simply do not see the meanings | saw and under his hand dead symbols 
which are there, nevertheless, for) came to Iffe. Albert Pike knew and 
those who have eyes to see. ‘enshrined their pure signiiicance in 

Under the illumination of an under- | immortal prose. Joseph Fort Newton 
standing mind, the pillars are radiant| in the present day carries on the 
with ten thousand years of human | glorious story in the music of perfect 
history and embody in their glowing | English, in which the meanings shine 
symbolism the struggle of mankind clear like white stones in a brook. 
to attain spiritual conciousness, from| Happy the eyes that see, the hearts 
those dim beginnings in the pre- that understand! 
historic Dravidic days at the cradle of 
our Ayran civilization, through September, 1931. 

Persia, Egypt, Phoenicia, Judea to! Think! 

eighteenth century England. Sneers| By M.W. Bro. Louis P. Block, 33Deg. 
the skeptic “they don’t mean that to! Past Gr. Master, Gr. Lodge of Iowa. 
me”! Be it so; they do not mean | A plea for the Study Side of Masonry. 
that to him. 

Qver the Masonic altar shines a From time immemorial we have 
mystic light, closely akin to the!been taught that the design of the 
Shekinah, that weird, unearthly! Masonic institution is to make its 
radiance that flickered over the mercy: members wiser and better and 
seat in Isreal’s tabernacle. Through-| consequently happier; that we are to 
out the ages this radiance has meant receive none knowingly into our ranks, 
one thing: the assurance of the except such as are moral and upright 
presence of Deity and His benediction | before God and of good repute before 
upon His people. “I see no  such'!the world, because such wise men 
light!” asserts the man of practica! ‘when associated together will 
things. Then that is that; he does |naturally seek each other’s welfare 
not see it! and happiness equally with their own. 

The mystic looks upon the Pytha-|In order that they may do so upon 2 
gorean symbol of the point within the | common platform and become not 
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weary in well doing, we obligate them 
by certain solemn and _ irrevocable 
ties that serve to bind together in 
this great and glorious work. 

It is, therefore, clear to any man 
who will give it a moment’s thought 
that the mere ability to commit words 
never made a man wiser or better, 
nor himself or his neighbors any 
happier. But that it is only when he 
comes to grasp the noble meaning 
these words teach and makes _ that 
meaning to live his daily life, that 
any real good gets done. 

What a wonderful world this would 
be—what a heaven-life we would 
have on earth, if every Mason would 
try half as hard to know the meaning, 
and to live it, as he does to get the 
words of the Ritual. 

We are painfully careful about a 
new brother’s committing the words 
—we force him to learn them—but 
once he’s got them, we let him go 
hang as far as their meaning goes. 
As far as the words went he was 
subjected to forced feeding, but 
when it comes to getting the meaning, 
he must forage for himself. Having 
ground the words intc him, we let 
him grope for the rest. Naturally, 
he thinks his betters know what they 
are about, and noting where they 
put the emphasis, he gets the words 
—and quits. Or, if he goes on doing 
anything. it is simply to help some 
other brother get the words, words, 
words. In lodges where this sort of 
thing prevails, real live men soon 
lose their interest and stay away, 
for there is much better food for 
hungry souls to be found elsewhere. 
This is the thing that causes so many 
lodges to die of rot. 


For there is something in the very 
nature of formalism that tends to 
fossilization. The charm of novelty 
is a thing that cannot last, and end- 
less repetition soons wreaks ruin un- 
less there is repeatedly brought to 
the mina of the Mason a re-vivifying 
realization that there lies hidden 
within the Ritual great thoughts and 
meanings to come to know which 
means vomfort in hours of care, an 
inspiration that rescues life from 
becoming a dreary mill-round of fate, 
and reveals a path of § individugl 
service, to follow which is tou sweeten 
and sanctify the whole life of the 
humblest mortal on earth. 

But unless the Mason comes to see 
these things, unless he gets the 
vision, unless the spirit that lies 
within the letter be eternally made 
manifest, the Ritual becomes like a 
system of electric light wires from 
which the current is cut off, so that 
even while crying for light, we yet 
grope in darkness, and Masonry fails 
in her function. 

Of what avail our elaborate system 
of “types, emblems and allegorical 
figures” if these have become as 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal” 
that strike upon deaf ears and stir 
no life in our sodden souls? 

Oh, yes, I know—we are busily 
engaged in caring for our distressed, 
housing their bodies, clothing their 
nakedness, and filling their _ beilies. 
Nevertheless, and despite all that, 
and unti! we go one step further and 
systematically feed their starved 
souls, our own included, Masonry will 
continue to fail in her function. 

There is great hunger in the souls 
of men today—a lack and a want 
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that neither food, clothes, nor shelter 
ean fill. 


aflame with their faith in human 


If Masonry is to save her-| brotherhood, to teach them, and you 


self it must be by trying to satisfy simply cannot drive them away from 


this want. 
done systematically. Haphazard work 
always has, and always will, fail. 
The only salvation that really saves 
is systematic salvation. The only 
Way to rescue and revive the ritual 
and restore it to the brethren is by 
a systematic scheme for’ educating 
them in the things for which it stands. 
He must be made to know that the 
Ritual is no mere magic sing-song 
of empty words, but is the stern 
story of the struggle and travail of 


a human soul striving to attain the;And the discussion and live 
light—that “Light that never was on|that followed, 


land or sea.” 

I have just come fresh from reading 
the thouvhts of the leaders of the 
Masonic world. I find a wonderful 
accord among them concerning the 
things they think the Ritual is meant 
to teach—-things that make for nobler 
human life, in the home, on_ the 
street, abroad in the nation, and 
round about the globe. It is like a 
mighty chorus singing in unison— 


“Hark to their voices, they utter one 
Name, 

One Lord, one Hope, one Brother- 
hood proclain!” 


It is these things which, when 
taught systematically, have in them 
the power to save. And it can _ be 
systematically done. You will be 
surprised to learn how hungry the 
Masons are to go to school—all they 
want is a chance. 

Give them a course of study and 
broad-minded, deep-thinking, for- 
ward-looking men—men with souls 








To succeed, it must be|the Masonic study class. 


In my own town, with my own 
eyes, I have seen it. Have seen a 
Masonic college professor lecture 
night after night to an audience of 
three hundred brethren—from all 
walks of life, “the butcher, the baker, 
the candle-stick maker’—they were 
all there, and they simply ate up that 
“high-brow stuff” and called for more. 
Sat for over an hour, hearing him 
talk about such a thing as_ the 
“Psychology of Architecture” forsooth! 


debate. 

the interest and 

enthusiasm that were shown—and 
the new friends that were made— 


friends of mind, heart and soul! Why, 
it would make you think of Brother 
Kipling’s “Mother Lodge out there!” 
And out of it all has grown a great 
revival of Masonry throughout the 
community. Interest in the Ritual 
has revived, for now the brethren are 
coming to know what it’s all about. 
Even the “phonograph” Mason has 
profited—-has ceased being a mere 
mechanical mouthpiece and has be- 
come a living voice of the spirit. 
Finally, my brethren, let us render 
honor where honor is due. Be _ it 
known that the success we are achiev- 
ing is due in large measure to the 
real service we have received at the 
hands of devoted and_ thoughtful 
brethren. Their plain and practicable 
progranis, clear and carefully  pre- 
preparad courses of study, helpful 
literature, and prompt response to 
our every need have been for us a 
source of great inspiration and have 
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set our feet in the path that has led 
to our doing something really worth 
while. 

Service is free for the asking, and 
lodges everywhere, both within and 
without Iowa, can do themselves no 
greater kindness than to avail them- 
selves of it. Here in Iowa its work 
is well seconded and furthered by the 
enthusiastic support of the research 
committee of the Grand Lodge, 
whose speaker’s bureau has provided 
speakers and lecturers, who have put 
vim and snap, and fire and punch in 
the promulgation of this great work. 

More power to the movement. 

Annie B. Jenkins 3° 
October, 1931. 

Dr. Frank H. Reinch, J.W.Liberal 
Arts Lodge No. 677, Los Angeles, 
writes of Masonic parallels in 
Goethe’s works. That he was well 
qualified to do this is attested by the 
fact that Goethe was fifty-two years 
a Mason actively interested in the 
affairs of his lodge. The article is 
replete with allusions and illustra- 
tions; he speaks of Goethe’s “deep 
concern for the inner freedom of 
man” and closes with the following 
lines: 

“Goethe’s philosophy of life and 
the principles which he _ constantly 
sought to vivify and exalt were in 
substantial accord with the teachings 
of Masonry, and the _ profound 
influence which he exerted upon 
Western thought is obviously due, in 
part at least, to his conscious empioy- 
ment of the esoteric symbols which 
Masonry placed at his disposal.” 





Co-Masons often speak glibly of 


the “Constitutions of 1762 and 1786”. 
Do we all know that those Constitu- 
tions are the fundamental laws 
governing the Scottish Rite of Free- 
masonry? Other helps from the 
Questions and Answers page are: 

Question: Is it not a fact that all 
the symbols of Freemasonry date 
from prehistoric time? 

Answer: No. To illustrate: The 
symbol of the virgin weeping over a 
broken column, with Time unravelling 
the ringlets of her hair, was not 
introduced into Masonic symbolism 
until the early part of the nineteenth 
century. Many American Grand 
Lodges do not recognize it even now, 
and it has never received acceptance 
in English Masonry. 

Question: I understand that at the 
time of the Halliwell Manuscript, 
written about 1890, Freemasonry was 
distinctly a Roman Catholic order, 
because that “Old Charge” opens 
with a prayer to the Virgin Mary. 
When did Masonry become protest- 
ant? 

Answer: Masonry became protest- 
ant about the sixteenth century. The 
well-known Harleian Manuscript, 
written in the days of Edward VI 
(1537-1553), is clearly a protestant 
document. It opens with a prayer to 
the Trinity and omits all allusion to 
the Virgin Mary and the Roman 
Catholie Church. 

Question: Who were the ‘Rosi- 
erucians and did they have any 
connection with Freemasonry ? 

Answer: In his “Vest Pocket 
History of Freemasony”, H. L. Hay- 
wood says: “Out of the mingled 
eurrents of Hermeticism, Kabbalism, 

(Continued on page 14) _ 
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1931-32 


Financially, the year just finished 
has been a most difficult one for 
many of our members, for most of 
our Lodges and, as a result, for the 
Federation. 

Unemployment, business and bank 
failures, have caused much distress 
throughout the Nation. Many of 
our members and several of our 
Lodges have lost all their savings 
through bank failures. Unable to 
pay dues many members have resigned 
without applying to their Lodges for 
remission of dues. All of our Lodges 
will gladly remit the dues of any 
member wishing to retain member- 
shin but unable at present to pay 
dues. To make it possible for the 
Lodges to carry on at the present 
time the many unable to pay, the 
Federation has advised them that it 
would remit the taxes on all such 
members. We must carry on 
successfully through these _ difficult 
times and we will for the moral 
situation of our organization has 
never been any better and we are not 
in the least discouraged. 

Qur members in general feel that 
as soon as this economic crisis is 





;over our Order will grow faster than 
| ever. The following excerpt from a 
\letter just received from the R. W. 
M. of one of our California Lodges 
expresses the general sentiment 
quite well: 

“ ...This depression once over I 
firmly believe we will see a_ great 
change and growth in our Order in 
this country. The principal thing is 
that the Lodges be kept alive even if 
they have to do as our Lodge has 
done, move to quarters where they 
will have little or no money to pay 
out in rent. We are accepting this 
as a temporary arrangement in order 
to keep going. Most of our members 
are in the same position financially 
as the Lodge and through our 
personal struggles as well as our 
Lodge problem we have been drawn 
more closely together. The glorious 
spirit of Brotherhood experienced at 
our last meeting was inspiring. I 
fee] that the true spirit of Masonry 
has descended in our midst. So I 
feel that if it is possible to carry on 
our work under trying conditions 
with such result, the lesson that we 
are having is just the lesson we 
need.” 
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proposed that the mansion which was 
used by the Commander in Chief of 
the Continental Armies as his Head- 


We may not, during 1932, be able 
to recuperate much financially. We 
ean, during 1932, build a most solid 
foundation for our Lodges. Let our/quarters on several occasions be 
ritualistic work be improved in al!|restored and presented to the Grand 
Lodges and let every member, in|/Lodge of New York as a Memorial, 
Lodge and out of it, devote as much|Much of the original furniture re- 
time as possible to learn about the|mains in it; among other things is 
history, the aims and ideals of Ma-|the table at which Washington sat 
sonry and Co-Masonry and _ then,| when the withdrawal of the British 
when better times will come, we will |armies from the colonies was arranged 
be prepared for increased member-/|and upon which he signed the warrant 
ship, we wlll have solid foundations |for Major Andre’s execution. 








to build upon. There is no doubt that the fact 
—_—_——_—. that Washington was a Mason, im- 
PLEASE KEEP IT UP bued with Masonic principles and 


We want to express our most|ideals, was, more than anything else, 
sincere appreciation to the many |responsible for his refusal to take ad- 
BB. who have helped us lately with|vantage of the glory and power that 
contributions to the “American Co-|were his at the conclusion of the war 
Mason”. We hope that they wili| when he could very easily have be- 
continue their cooperation and that|come a Dictator or a King. 
many other BB. who have the ability! Elsewhere in this issue of the 
will follow their example. American Co-Mason we publish some 

a interesting facts about Georze 
GEORGES WASHINGTON, Washington as a Mason. To join in, 
THE MASON with our fellow citizens and Masons, 

During this year 1932, the Amer-|/in the celebration of this great anni- 
ican Nation will fittingly celebrate | versary, we will, each month, publish 
the two hundreth anniversary of the|something about our First president. 
birth of George Washington the —- 
patriot, soldier, statesman and first At its last annual communication, 
President of the United States. the Grand Lodge of California decided 

During this year George Washing-|to recognize the following Grand 
ton will be remembered by millions| Lodges: Gran Logia del Pacifico in 
as a Mason, and by all the Masonic|the States of Sinaloa, Sonora and 
Grand Bodies in a manner that will| Lower California; Grand Lodge of 
endure. There will be the costly | Minas Geraes; Grand Lodge of Rio 
Washington Memorial Building | Janeiro; Grand Lodge of State of 
in the Capitol City and the Grand|Panohyba; Grand Lodge of Sao 
Lodge of New York has just coneluded | Paulo; Grand Iodge of Bahia; Grand 
the necessary negotiations for the} Lodge of Para. Recognition of the 
eventful purchase of the historic De | National Grand Lodge and of the 
Wort house at Tappan, N. Y. It is)Grand Orient of Rumania was 
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deferred. Recognition of the Grand IN MEMORIAM 
Lodge of Brazil was withdrawn. The —_—_——_- 
Grand Lodge also refused recognition| Bro. Bissell, of Lodge 352, passed 
to the Grand Orient of Italy located|to the E. G. L. last month. The 
in London and to The Symbolic Grand | only information received is that he 
Lodge of Germany. Slowly but/died in the Indian Ocean. Bro. 
surely, the universality of Masonry is| Bissell sailed last May from New 
gaining ground. York for Cape Town in South Africa. 
He planned to go from Cape Town 
north to Egypt. One of our BB. 
, recently received a card from. Bro. 
BONS BOR OUR LIBRAR® | Bissell. -from »WVietoria > allay diver 
The BB. residing in Larkspur and| since I have been a member of the 
those visiting there during the| Order I have found Bro. Bissell a 
summer will have an abundance of| very faithful member in attendance 
reading matter at their disposal. whenever he was within the length 
Last Fall we received a large box of of his C. T. He was always ready 
books from Kansas City, given our ' to help by taking any office, whether 
Library by Bro. B. Christiansen. | it was S. W. or O. G. it didn’t matter 
Lately we have received the balance;to him. The International scope of 
of Bro. Blackmore’s library sent us/|the Order always appealed to him. 
by Mr. Richard Blackmore. This| We shall miss his presence and his 
consignment contains a large number | vibrations. 
of Masonic books among them _ the Another member of our Lodge was 
following: The Spirit of Masonry by | initiated into the G. L. above under 
Wm. Hutchinson, Master of the|very sad circumstances. Bro. Eric 
Barnard Castle Lodge of Concord,| Bligh, while hurrying thru Van 
published in 1800; The Freemasons| Courtland Park in New York to 
Menitor by Thomas Webb, published | catch the subway to keep an appoint- 
in 1808; The Free Masonic Chart.|ment with his employer, was hit by 
lecture by R. W. Jeremy L. Cross,/a freight train which was backing 
G. L., prblished in 1826; a Library of up. Two wheels of the caboose run 
Freemasonry in 5 large volumes by over both legs. He was hurried to 
Robert F. Gould; The Mysteries of |the hospital and both legs were 
Freemasonry by John Fellows; Ma-|amputated. He died in the after- 
sonic Symbolism and the Mystic Way | noon. Bro. Bligh who was born in 
by Arthur Ward, etc., etc. Ireland was a poet. He was gentle, 
There is also an almost complete |kind and meek. He was very faith- 
collection of the works of A. Besant,|ful in always sending in excuses for 
Leadbeater, Blavatsky and others on| any absence from the communications 
Theosophy. Many books on occult-|of the L. At our last communication 
ism and others on comparative|of June I asked him to fill the office 
religions. In all a valuable collection; of Tyler, little knowing that I was 
for which we are most grateful. seeing him or working with him for 
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the last . time. 
received a letter of appreciation from 
his mother thanking us for what we 
did for him after the accident. 


On Sunday, November 15, several 
automobiles loaded with friends from 
Denver gathered on the Pine covered 
slopes of Larkspur Heights to accord 
the last rites to their beloved friend 
and teacher Mrs. Mary E. Walker. 
A beautiful address was given by 
Mrs. France Hill Smith during which 
the ashes were scattered beneath the 
pine trees. The ceremony closed 
with the reading of the poem “The 
Rose beyond the Wall”. 


Our dear Bro. Minnie Shepharson 
passed away December 12, 1931. 
Services were held December 15th at 
10 A. M. at Los Angeles Crematory. 
They were beautiful and impressive. 
Bro. Shephardson was one of _ the 
founders of Helios Lodge September 
13, 1909, and its first R. W. M. She 
was a faithful worker and attended 
regularly as long as her health per- 
mitted. She has been an Honorary 
member for many years. 


REVIEWS. 


(Continued from page 10) 


etc., was born, early in the seven- 
teenth century, a school of occultism 
known as Rosicrucianism and _ so 
named, probably, because its members 
were called “Brethren of the Rosy 
Cross”. What was meant by this 
name is now lost. The Bible of this 
cult was a strange German _ book, 
issued in 1614 and called ‘Fama 


I have recently , Fraternitas’..... The ‘Fama’ declared 


that the Rosicrucians were of the 
Protestant faith, honored king and 
country, sought the Philosopher’s 
Stone, and searched for the Elixir of 
Life. One encounters familiar 
symbols in Rosicrucian pages, such as 
the globe, the compass, square, 
triangle, level, plummet, etc....... It 
appears that its waters often washed 
Masonic shores.” But we have no 
proof that it had any direct connec- 
tion with Freemasonry. 


November, 1931. 

Oklahoma Masons gave a prize for 
the best definition of Freemasonry. 
Here it is: 

“Masonry is a fraternal organiza- 
tion, universal in scope, teaching 
through symbols the — garnered 
wisdom of the ages. It has as _ its 
purpose the gatherings of men from 
all strata of life that they may meet 
on a common level together for the 
predominance in the human race of 
the ideals of brotherhood, trust, 
altruisir, charity, honesty, morality 
and education, that the progress of 
man may be onward and upward.” 

(Some of us would be interested to 
know the prize-winner’s definition for 
‘universal’; if ‘man’ is not used in 
the generic sense just how much 
does ‘human race’ include? And if 
it is used in the generic sense, what 
then ? ) 


In a long list of Masonic books to 
be found in Los Angeles City Public 
Library are at least two written by 
Co-Masons, one being a woman who 
has passed to the Eternal Grand 
Lodge. 
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On page 21 we find, “The best book 
on the Comacine Masters was written 
by ‘Leader Scott’, a woman. (Just 
think of that).” Also on the same 
page: 

“It takes seven years to receive the 
three degrees in a Dutch lodge. Every 
Dutch lodge in the world must ap- 
prove each application.” 

‘I'he Scottish Rite degrees sum up 
in dramatic form all the philosophies 
and religions of history, from the 
most ancient times.” 

“The Holy Bible does not rest upon 
the altar in an English lodge.” 

“It is shockingly bad form for an 
English Mason to display any pin, 
emblem or jewel, indicating his 
membership in the Craft.” 


We were thrilled that the editor 
makes special high mention of the 
monthly contributions of A. Heber 
Winder. The department is_ styled 
“Masonry at Practice’. We have 
often quoted from it for its broad, 
practical, humane interest. The 
editor says. “He takes seriously the 
injunction to ‘practice out of the 
lodge those great moral and social 
duties inculeated in the lodge’.” 

Betsey Jewett 3° 


The President of the Federation 
attended, on the 15th of November, 
the regular meeting of Lodge 516, 
Pittsburgh, and assisted with 
work of r. two F. CC. 


Our Lodges in New York and 
Brooklyn held a very _ successfull 
joint Lodge of Remembrance on the 
21st of November., 


the | 


CO-MASONIC NEWS 


At the September meeting of the 
Supreme Council, V. Ill. Bro. Mille 
was elected one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents of the S. C. to succeed V. Ili. 
Bro. Gedalge who recently passed to 
the E. G. L. V. Ill. Bro. Marguerite 
Martin was elected a member of the 
S.C. The S. C. accepted the resigna- 
tion of V. Tll. Bro. Roques (France). 


Deceniber 6, the President of the 
Federation attended the _ regional 
convention of our three Eastern Ohio 
Lodges at Bellaire. There was a 
good attendance and, notwithstanding 
the very bad labor situation, the BB. 
were enthusiastic. Bro. Boido was 
again chosen for District Deputy 
and we can expect from him the same 
work as in the past to built up our 
Federation. 


At the regular communication of 
Lodge 525, New York, on the 15th of 
November 14 visitors were present, 
as follows: Regional Deputy Bro. 
Hudler from 530, Washington; BB. 
M. E. and J. H. Cousins, from W. L. 
107, Adyar, India; 6 BB. from W. L. 
302, New York, 2 BB. from W. L. 
540, Brooklyn; one Bro. from Mexico 
City, one from South America and a 
guest of honor, Ili. Bro. E. L. Gardner, 
32°, of W. L. 709, British Federation, 
who had accepted an invitation of the 





R. W. M. to give a piece of archi- 
tecture which proved instructive and 
inspirational. A motion was adopted 
to send greetings and best wishes 
for a speedy recovery to the Grand 
Commander and also to the Deputy 
'G. C. V. Ill. Bro. Holbrook. 





IE calender sera 
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This Lodge is doing excellent work. 
The members are interested and 
working in harmony. The R. W. M. 
and Secretary presented for inspec- 
tion a wonderful piece of work— 
extracts have been made from 
circulars and letters, copied on loose 
leaf and card indexed in addition. 
Other Lodges would do well to copy 
this splendid piece of work. The R. 
W. M., Bro. Sturgis, recently gave a 
aitesantol lecture before a psych- 
ology club, in New York, and is now 
prepared to give it te other Lodges 
requiring her assistance. 


Karnak Lodge, No. 353, held an 
open meeting inviting the public to 
hear a very interesting lecture, on 
November 18, 1931, at the home of 
the R.: W. M., 286 Newbury si., 
Boston. The socaleur: Mrs. A. IL. 
Gardner of London, England, a Co- 


Mason. Subject: “Great Mystery 
Teaching’. All present enjoyed the 
message. 


Our Southern Illinois Lodges held 
their Regional Assembly at Herrin, 
Dec. 6th, 9 A. M. Twenty-six mem- 


bers were present, representing 
Lodges 520, Royalton; 390, Herrin; 
384, Christopher; , 356, Centralia. 


Bro. Misuraca was again elected for 
the appointment of Deputy for the 
vear 1932. It was decided to hola 
the next diated Assembly in Royal- 
ton. The members’ present also 
favored holding the 1933 Convention 
in Chicago during the World’s Fair. 
An interesting Chapter meeting was 
held during which Bro. Lenzini made 
an excellent talk on whet Mason; 
means and stands for. 


——— - —- ———— .. 


WORDLY POSSESSIONS 


———__ 





‘Beware how thou seekest this for 
thyself. I do not say Seek not; but 
beware how thou seekest. 

For a soldier who is going on a 
campaign does not seek what fresh 
furniture he can carry on his hack, 
but rather what he can leave behind; 

Knowing well that every additional 
thing which he cannot freely use and 
handle is an impediment to him. 

So if thou seekest fame or ease or 
pleasure or aught for thyself, the 
image of that thing which thou seek- 
est will come and cling to thee—and 
theu wit have to carry it about; 

And the images and powers which 
thou hast thus evoked wil! gather 
round and form for thee a new body 
—clamoring for sustenance and satis- 
faction; 

And if thou art not able to discard 
this image now, thou wilt not be able 
to discard that body then, but wilt 
have to carry it about. 

Beware then lest it become thy 
grave and thy prison—instead of thy 
winged abode, and. palace of joy. 

For (over and over again) there is 
nothing that is evil except because a 
man has not mastery over it; and 
there is no good thing that jis not 
evil if it have mastery over a man.” 

Edward Carpenter 


What are “worldly possessions”? 
We may think the answer to that 
question is simple but if we do, we 
shall be deceiving ourselves. There is 
no simple answer to that question 
beeause the ultimate answer is ever 
receding. We think we have found a 
formula for the perfect life only to 
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discover that it is full of pit fails and 
must be discarded. Again and again 
that process is repeated. But we are 
not discouraged. We go on and on, 
at each turn of the road _ stripping 
ourselves of something we had thought 
we could take with us until at last 
we stand naked in the bright sun- 
light. Then and then only do we 
commence to see clearly. We look 
backward. We understand at last 
the meaning of “wordly possessions”, 
We have sacrificed what appeared 
like life itself and the pain of that 
sacrifice seemed greater than we 
could endure, but now we understand. 
As long as we cling to anything. we 
are not free. With infinite suffering 
to ourselves that to which we cling 
will be shattered. And it must ever 
be so until we learn that there is 
nothing but the God within, and we 
stand upright upon the fragments of 
our dead selves, strong, clear-eyed, 
grasping the sword of the spiritual 
will, master of the powers of the 
three worlds — physical, emotional 
and mental. We have arisen from 
the grave and all those powers of the 
personality, the “former companions 
of our toils”, are once more united 
with the liberated Self. But now 
they are our servants and have no 
will of their own. Never again can 
the desire for worldly possessions. 
the great illusion, have power over 
us. We have attained freedom. 

And now we experience that great- 
est mystery of all—we discover we 
have lost nothing, and we remember 
the words of a great Teacher: “He 
that loseth his life shall find it”. If 
we thought we knew love when love 
was a necessity to us and we sought 
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satisfaction in the expression of love, 
now we know that our love was of 
the earth, that the transcendental 
power which belongs to the spirit 
brings a joy which was undreamed 
of before the lesson of detachment 
had been learned through suffering. 
And so also in the world of the mind, 
perhaps the most difficult to conquer. 
Ideas which seemed to constitute the 
very fabric of the ethical structure 
of life now appear narrow, limited 
and inconsistent with a true under- 
standing of the meaning of experi- 
ence, 

Such is the Path toward the fulfill- 
ment of our destiny, a Path of our 
destiny, a Path of continual readjust- 
ment and renunciation, a Path which 
is difficult and which requires the ut- 
most in courage and endurance but 
one which brings’ ever-increasing 
peace and happiness. As we endeavor 
to use these enhanced powers of 
consciousness for the helping of 
others, we shall grow steadily in 
capacity and in appreciation of values, 
and become truly “the embodiment of 
all that is great and noble, worthy of 
Divine Humanity, co-operating with 
the Divine Will in evolution”. 

Edith F. Armour 33° 


Our Massachusett Lodges have 
asked to become a part of the District 
of which Bro. Hudler is the Deputy 
and no doubt their request will be 
granted. 

The San Francisco Chapter, by a 
unanimous vote, favored holding the 
General Assembly in Larkspur where 
expenses will be much lower than in 
Chicago. 
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SYMBOLOGY 
by 
ROBERT LOGAN 


it has its dangers in that it is very 
easy in working backward from the 
symbol to the truth symboiized to 
select whatever appeals to the capac- 
ity and background of the seeker ir- 
respective of its necessary connection. 

Many physical, emotional, and 
mental things, for instance, may be 
symbolized by a circle, from the hole 
in a doughnut to the kalo round the 
head of a saint, and a triangle may 
be a divine trinity, a musical instru- 
ment, or the tripod of a cannibal’s 
kettle. One who truly knows the 
facts to be illustrated will pick such 
symbols as seem to him most 
appropriate and someone knowing, or 
on the verge of discovering the same 
facts may work backwards from such 
symbols without going far astray, 
but how shall a man of different 
thought and learning be sure of not 
going astray? How shall the man 
of lesser vision and bigger appetite 
be made to forget the doughnut and 
reach for the halo? How, in short, 
shall a student be kept from wander- 
ing from the particular realm of 
speculation and the specific “plane” 
of experience to which the symbol 
was intended to restrict him? 

In masonic symbolism it is not al- 
ways easy to reconcile the different 
allegorical meanings attached to the 
ancient symbols and squares, levels 
and perpendiculars seem to represent 
one idea in one instance end another 
in another. 


The rule or twenty-four inch guage 


is explained in the first degree as the 
regulated use of the day, and in the 
—-—_-- ‘second degree as order, rule, modera- 

Symbology is perhaps the most 
ancient method of instruction, but | 


tion, and perfection, so, allowing for 
the difference of context, it seems 
fairly plain that the rule in al! cases 
signifies control and rule over our- 
selves and our faculties, but the 
common gavel or mallet which in the 
first degree is explained as the force 
of conscience is stated in the F.C. 
degree to be emblematical of logic 
which is something very different 
from conscience or intuition. 

Again the compass which is said to 
keep us within due bounds, like the 
rule, is stated also to be a symbol of 
thought and reason like the mallet, 
and yet mallet, rule, and compass 
seem too fundamentally different as 
tools and forms to be interchangeably 
used as symbols. 

There being three tools in each of 
the first three degrees, three yreater 
lights, three lesser lights, three 
jewels worn by the principai officers, 
and so many other recurrences of the 
number 3, it is evident that 3 is some- 
how fundamental, and yet to properly 
relate the skirrit to the level or the 
pencil to the plumb rule is so puzzl- 
ing as to lend itself to considerable 
latitude of personal interpretation. 

I believe we should be very wary 
of giving way to our natural inclina- 
tion to explain everything satisfactor- 
ily and consistently, for if masonry 
is really an ancient and true scien2e 
whose symbols have been well chosen 
it is quite evident that its deeper 
meanings will remain hidden from us 
until by our own growth in character 
and understanding we _ penetrate 
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deeper into the mystery of the self 
and the not-self. 

This much I think we should start 
with. We are plainly and as a’ matter 
of common sense and _ experience 
triple in our consciousness and triple 
in our expression of it for we live in 
a mental, emotional and _ physical 
environment and are always think- 
ing, feeling and doing. Also, we are 
at the sume time a duality for we 
are at once life and form, subject and 
object, spirit and matter. 

It is in the deepening and widen- 
ing, therefore, of that duality and 
triplicity that our growth will consist 
and by these three lesser lights of 
our own personality which thinks and 
feels and does in so limited a way we 
shall come, little by little, to exper- 
ience and know, not merely to reason 
and speculate upon, those three 
greater lights which are the flame 
from which our little sparks of self 
have sprung. 

With this as a background we may 
perhaps without dogmatizing regard 
the three tools in each degree as 
referring in each case to our growing 
command of thought, feeling and 
conduct; thus the rule wiil signify 
the regulating of emotion, the gavel 
the will in action, and the chisel the 
discriminating thought which chips 
away the false and unessential to 
reveal the truth and the beauty. So 
the square also may signify the will 
grown somewhat more cosmic and 
ever in right relation to duty, the 
level the emotions harmonized and 
related to the environment or horizou 
and the plumb the thought which is 
rising must still be in perfect rela- 
tion to the law of gravity or truth. 
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The skirrit which is in common 
use in gardens for laying out straight 
paths and borders may be thought 
of as symbolizing the emotions 
grown so related to the central self 
that they remain in true relation to 
it however far extended. The pencil 
is the creative thought which can 
now make plans and elevations in 
harmony with the great plan and the 
compass is the will which is now self- 
circumscribed and always true to the 


central self however great the 
circumference. 
Every day, in some small partic- 


ular, we are demonstrating that only 
in limitation is true expression or 
freedom to be found, for the painter 
paints his picture and the poet writes 
his sonnet only by means of the 
limitations of his medium § self- 
imposed. The dual compass draws a 
line around itself, the circumference 
and the center are indivisible in 
essence, the will self-circumscribed is 
the perfect circle, and the unity and 
freedom which we seek are not out- 
side but within our own natures. 

It is not by adding an_ infinite 
number of parts together that we can 
create the unity of truth for it is in 
the essence of each part and not in 
the addition of parts that the unity 
resides. 

Life flows ever outward and yet 
remains ever itself in the material 
world and in the worlds of thought 
and feeling, and the only safe rule by 
which to deepen our symbols and 
ourselves is to realize that the old 
occult rule “as above so below” refers 
to that essential reality which is a 
unity in diversity, not a multiplica- 
tion of differences. 
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With that as a starting point we 
shall flow out toward our symbolism 
from an ever deeper understanding 
instead of complicating our thoughts 
and over-valuing our forms, and we 
shall look in our brothers not so 
much for some particular knowledge, 
art or skill in which they may shine 
less brightly than we do but rather 
for that humanity they share with 
us in equal measure wherein Wisdom, 
Strength and Beauty lie latent and 
concealed. 


THE FACTS ABOUT GEORGE 
WASHINGTON AS A MASON 
By Major J. Hugo Tatsch 

Published by the Macoy Publishing 
and Masonic Co., New York City. 
(The following extracts from the 

above book are published with the 

authorization of the author and 

publishers. 

Washineton’s Initiation, Passing 

and Raising 

Major George Washington, an 
Adjutant General of the Virginia 
Colonia! forces, received the degrees 
of Freemasonry in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, a town on the Rappahan- 
nock River. The old Lodge is now 
known as Frederickburg Lodge No. 4. 
It held its first meeting September 1, 
1752, with fourteen brethren present, 
but there is no record of any charter 
for it until July 21, 1758, when it 
received one from the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland. It may have met origin- 
ally by “time immemorial” usage, or 
it may have had a Provincial warrant 
from some authorized source. Tradi- 
tion, which -cannot be relied upon. 
has it that Thomas Oxnard, cea 
Grand Master at Boston, issued a 


Warrant, but Provincial LLL OEE TT LT TEE ORT EET A 
Masters did not always keep accurate 
and detailed records in Colonial times, 
as has been proved by the discovery 
of warrants of which there are no 
accounts elsewhere. The Lodge at 
Fredericksburg even went so far as 
to establish other Lodges. One of 
these is the present Botetourt (Vir- 
ginia) Lodge No. 7, which claims a 
Dispensation from 1757. It received 
a Charter as Lodge No. 458 from the 
Grand Lodge of England (Moderns) 
November 6, 1778. The other Lodge 
was the one at Falmouth, Virginia, 
which had only a short existence. 

The early minutes of the Lodge are 
decidedly meagre. ‘The records show 
that Charles Lewis (the brother of 
Colonel Fielding Lewis who married 
Betty Washington, sister of George 
Washington), paid his entrance fee 
of £1 Is 6d November 3, 1752, and 
affiliated with the Lodge on Novem- 
ber 4, while George Washington paid 
his fee for Initiation at the same 
time, amounting to £2 3s Od, and was 
brought to light as an entered ap- 
prentice November 4. “George 
Washington pass’d fellow Craft” is 
part of the record for March 3, 1753, 
wie the “Transactions of the Even- 
ing” for August 4, 1758, record” 
“Georges Washington rais’d Master 
Mason,” among the activities of the 
occasion. 

How often Washington visited his 
Lodge is not known, as the records 
did not always give the list of 
Brethren present. He is included as 
present September 1, 1753, and again 
on January 4, 1755. He remained a 
member of the Lodge throughout the 
remainder of his life. 











LODGE GOODS. DO YOU READ FRENCH? 








When in need of Lodge material er 


bas ; : “ 
regalia of any kind, send your orders Do not fail to order copies of “Le 


oo , _ | Manuel Interprétatif du Symbolisme 
Am £ Human | : 
to the erican Federation 0 : du ler Degré” and “Le Manuel Inter- 


Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. CRF ps : 
Whatever we may not have on hand, ? PEM NAE du 2e Degre par la T. Ill. 
i | | S. Gédalge. Prix, $1.00 chaque. 

we will order for you. promptly. | 








FORM OF BEQUEST. | Le Livre de }’Apprenti 
| par Oswald Wirth 


For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic | 
Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise | Manuel d’instruction initiatique z 
and bequeath to the Council of Ad- Yusage des Apprentis. Prix $1 60 
ministration of the American KF eder- 
ation of Human Rights, a corporation =o Lae Liste aie wbaouas 
organized under the. laws of the par Oswald Wirth 
District of Columbia, (describe gift | | . 
or devise or both as the case may be) Manuel d’instruction initiatique 4 
to be used for the support and main-|!usage des Compagnons. Prix $1.00 


tenance of the Home established in 


Larkspur, Colo., in = seers ; Le Livre du ‘Maitre 
may be determined by said par Oswald Wirth. 
of Administration. ee | I: ah | 
‘ , , 5 7 . pe 
FOS TALES Manuel! d’instruction. initiatioue 4 
WORSHIPFUL MASTER’S — | )usage des Maitres. Prix 1.00 
ASSISTANT. Fy) Bee " ies 4 Se ils 


Specially prepared for the Lodges of} 97 7D : aS 
the American Federation of Human josie de la Franc-Maconnerie 
Rights. Interanienal (Order of - Con] > “eaeaise Par-Albert Leantoine, “an 
Masonry: Beare ee Se CR ge ee interesting book of over 500 page 
Have you a copy of this instructive Ese postpaid, $1.75, i 

little book? If not, order one at once. Penne aan tes Tae ae ee 
Price $1.00. Send order and money BOOKS. 
to American Federation of Humar | Weare 
Rights, box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. | 
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We have for sale the followihe 

pamphlets: : | 





SAMPLE COPIES. 
We have a good supply of back On Orientation, 10c. 
numbers of the American Co-Mason| Greater and Lesser Lights, 10c. 
and we will gladly mail a bundle to! Pillars and Columns, 10c. 


_any one wishing to use them for prop- We will be glad to order for you 
-_aganda. : € Nets < |any book you may wish to purchase 
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The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
under the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, holds a regular 
Charter from the Supreme Council of 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. 


ic ~The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. 
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